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MEDIA RELEASE October 31, 1986
HUGO SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT NAMED 
MISSOULA —
Jeffrey Oakes of Geneva, N.Y., a University of Montana 
graduate student in creative writing, has received a $1,000 
Richard Hugo Memorial Scholarship.
Oakes is the second recipient of the award, established to 
honor the memory and work of poet and former UM English Professor 
Richard Hugo. Hugo directed UM's Creative Writing Program from 
1971 until his death in 1982.
The Richard Hugo Memorial Fund was created by Hugo's widow, 
Ripley Hugo, and his friends and relatives. Its purpose is to 
provide scholarships for UM graduate students working toward a 
master of fine arts degree in poetry. Preference is given to 
Montana residents.
Administered through the University Scholarship Committee 
and the UM Foundation, the scholarship is the first at UM 
established solely for graduate students in the humanities.
Oakes earned his bachelor’s degree in English literature at 
the State University of New York at Binghamton. Former poetry 
editor of the review "MSS," he gave his first public reading in 
Missoula Oct. 26.
Oakes was chosen for the award by Merrel Club, who recently
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retired as chairman of the UM English Department; UM English 
Professor Lois Welch; UM faculty poet Patricia Goedicke; and Rick 
DeMarinis, a Missoula writer and former Hugo student.
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